
Course:  ENG-322,Popular Fiction 

Credit Hours: 3 

Level:  6th Semester 

 

Course Introduction 

This course helps students understand different popular texts in the genre of fiction 

and the subgenres of fiction, across the world. This course will broaden students’ 

vision with respect to English literature in general and popular fiction in particular, 

written in different cultures with different language use. The popular fiction texts in 

this course have been selected from a wide range of cultures so that students can 

experience different cultures as well as writing styles in these texts. This course 

makes an interesting read for the students as they will come across different writers’ 

interests, stories, characters, conflicts/issues and themes etc. Responding to these 

diverse texts will be challenging to the students as well making them think critically 

and formulate their own meanings and ideas as they come across each text. The 

works selected for this course have been taken from different writers who belong to 

different parts of the world and communities. This diversity is reflected in these 

authors’ work though they reflect other communities as well, the ones they have not 

lived in. These works fulfill the needs of the modern day reader to read a good 

literary piece of work that they can relate to as these works are related to 

contemporary themes and elements. For example suspense, mystery, crime, love, 

trust deceit, destiny, redemption, guilt, friendship, death etc. These works can also 

be analyzed through different critical theories like Female Violence, Psychological 

Violence, Magical Realism, Feminism, and Cultural Hybridity etc. These works can 

make students think critically and motivate them to do further research and studies 

related to the selected works.  

Course Objectives  

The objectives of this course are  

 To expose the students to what is popularly read and appreciated 

worldwide in the genre of fiction.  

 To familiarize students with popular fiction in English literature written by 

the most recognized authors.  



 To construct the ability to think critically and promote intellectual growth of 

the students.  

 To nurture sensitivity towards cultural diversity through a critical study of 

the selected works.  

CLO No  Course Learning Outcomes  Bloom 

Taxonomy  

CLO 1  Understand of the role of popular fiction in the social, 

historical, and cultural contexts that produced it 

 

C2 (Understand)  

CLO 2  to apply theoretical concepts of form, ideology and 

readership to popular novels in order to create new 

knowledge 

C3 (Apply)  

Course Contents  

S. No Weekly Distribution of Course 

Week 1 And Then There Were None (1939) Agatha Christie (1890-1976)  

Week 2 And Then There Were None (1939) Agatha Christie (1890-1976) 

Week 3 Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (1997) J. K. Rowling (1965-

)  

Week 4 Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (1997) J. K. Rowling (1965-

)  

Week 5 The Hobbit (1937) J. R. R. Tolkien (1892-1973)  

Week 6 The Hobbit (1937) J. R. R. Tolkien (1892-1973)  

Week 7 Shutter Island (2003) Dennis Lehane (1965-)  

Week 8 Shutter Island (2003) Dennis Lehane (1965-)  

Week 9 Mid Term  

Week 

10 

Burnt Shadows (2009) Kamila Shamsie (1973-)  

Week 

11 

Burnt Shadows (2009) Kamila Shamsie (1973-)  

Week 

12 

Frankenstein (1818) Mary Shelley (1797-1851) 

Week Frankenstein (1818) Mary Shelley (1797-1851) 



13 

Week 

14 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (1979) Douglas Adams (1962-

2001)  

Week 

15 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1886) Robert Louis Stevenson (1850- 1894)  

Week 

16 

Cinder (2012) Marissa Meyer (1984-)  

Week 

17 

The Diary of a Social Butterfly (2008) Moni Mohsin (1963-) 

Week 

18 

End Term Exam 
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